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Contextualización  

'Used to + infinitive': 
 

We use this expression to talk about habits or repeated actions in the past which we do not do 
in the present. We also use it to talk about states in the past which are no longer true. For 

example: 

 I used to have long hair (but now I have short hair). 

 He used to smoke (but now he does not smoke). 
 They used to live in India (but now they live in Germany). 

Watch out! With the negative and the question, it's 'use' and not 'used': 

 Did you use to be a teacher? 
 Did he use to study French? 

 She didn't use to like chocolate, but she does now. 
 I didn't use to want to have a nice house. 

Used to takes the following forms: 
 
 The form used to is used with all subjects e.g. I, we, you, he, she, it, they. 

 

I used to We used to 

You used to You used to 

She used to They used to 

 
 I used to live in New Zealand. 

 He used to deliver newspapers papers but he owns the shop now. 

 Nancy and Bill used to live in California. 

There are two forms for a negative: 

 did not/didn’t use to. 

 We didn’t use to have central heating when I was a child. 
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 Alan didn’t use to like children, but it’s different now he has his own. 

 used not/usedn’t to. 

 I used not to be able to watch myself on TV at all. 

 We used not to worry much about money. 

 Things usedn’t to be so bad. 

 
 

There are two forms for a question: 
 did + subject + use to + base form: 
e.g. did he use to…? 

 

Descripción de la actividad sugerida  

READING  

 

1. Read and answer what Molly Hornby used to do when she was young.  

WRITE RIGHT or WRONG 

The way we were 

Molly Hornby was a young girl in the 1960s. Read what she says about it. 

“I was a young girl in the 1960s. My friends and I used to do a lot of things which shocked our 

parents. We used to do things our mothers never did. We cut our hair, we wore short skirts, we 

smoked, and went dancing. We danced to the music of Elvis Presley and the Beatles. We also 

got the chance to see the Beatles live at a concert once. It was amazing. My father went fishing 

once a week. He always wished that I would accompany him, but fishing was not my cup of tea.  

Instead my friends and I went for picnics in the surrounding area quite often. My boyfriend had 

a car, a 1960 Ford Falcon, so he always picked us up and we often drove to Brighton. We went 

to the pictures twice a week and I loved to watch films with Marlon Brando and Elizabeth 

Taylor, especially the ‘Reflections in a Golden Eye’ starring both. I still love to watch this film. It 

is my favorite. I can remember it all so clearly.” 

 

Molly Hornby … 

…used to do a lot of things which shocked her parents.   ___________ 

…used to cut our hair.   ____________ 

…used to wear long skirts   ______________ 

…used to sing Elvis Presley songs.   ___________ 

…went to a Beatles’ concert once.   ____________ 

…used to go fishing with her father.   ___________ 

…used to go for picnics in the surrounding area quite often.   ___________ 

…used to drive to Brighton with her friends and boyfriend.   ___________ 

…used to go to the pictures twice a week. ___________ 

…used to watch films with Marlon Brando and Elizabeth Taylor.   ___________ 

 

2. Write a short text about what did they used to? Choose 5 members of your family. 

 

 if you have the possibility, take the virtual exam that you find in the classroom  

 



 

 Webgrafía/material fotocopiado (Anexo) 

 

Criterios de Evaluación  

 Students evidence the progress in the second term with a Cambridge test. 

 Students understand the reading and vocabulary in some context.  

 

 

 


