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Contextualización  

 

What is the difference? Present Perfect and Past Simple 

 

Present Perfect Simple Past Simple 

Unfinished actions that started in the past 
and continue to the present: 

 I have known Julie for ten years (and I still 

know her). 

Finished actions: 

 I knew Julie for ten years (but then she moved away, 

and we lost touch). 

A finished action in someone's life (when the 
person is still alive: life experience): 

 My brother has been to Mexico three times. 

A finished action in someone's life (when the person is 
dead): 

 My great-grandmother went to Mexico three times. 

A finished action with a result in the present: 

 I have lost my keys! (The result is that I 

cannot get into my house now). 

A finished action with no result in the present: 

 I lost my keys yesterday. It was terrible! (Now there is 

no result. I got new keys yesterday). 

With an unfinished time, word (this week, 

this month, today): 

 I've seen John this week. 

With a finished time, word (last week, last month, 

yesterday): 

 I saw John last week. 
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Descripción de la actividad sugerida  

Read these Sentences carefully and write them in the Correct tense 

 

Past Simple Tense  

1. Yesterday I……………………………………. (sit) on my glasses and I ………………………………(break) 
them. 

2. Juan Diaz de Solis ……………………………………(discover) the River Plate in 1516 
3. Some years ago I ………………………………. (learn) Italian, English and Spanish. 
4. László Bíró……………….……… (invent) the bic pen in 1938. 

5. What……………………………… (you, do) ………………………. yesterday? 
6. I…………………………………. (write) a birthday card. 
7. A: Where……………………………………………… (be you) born? 

B: I……………………………………. (be) born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 



8. I ………………………………….(buy)these shoes when I …………………………(be) in Italy last year. 

Present Perfect Tense 
1. Good heavens! I……………………………………………. (break) my glasses. 

2. A)…………………………………. (you see)……………………………………Fred lately? 
3. B) No, I…………………………………..……….. (not see)him for several months. 
4. I’m hungry .I………………………………………………… (not have ) lunch yet. 

5. I think Bob………………………………………… (just go) out. 
6. You naughty kid! You………………………… (eat) my cup cake as well as yours. 

7. I……………………………………………… (never listen) Marcia speak Spanish. 
8. Dinner is ready………………………… (you wash)……………………………. Your hands, Mark? 

 

Past Simple or Present Perfect? 
I…………………………………………. .(not see) Luke this week. The last time I……………………………. (see) 

him was last Thursday. 
1. A: …………………………………………………. (you ever forget) to send an important mail?  
2. B: Yes, yesterday I…………………………………… (forget) to send one to my boss. 

3. I……………………………………(meet) my former school teacher three days ago. 
4. I…………………………………….(meet) him at the supermarket yesterday morning.  
5. I……………………………………..(meet) him several times this week. 

Choose the past simple or the present perfect tense: 

 
1) I ______(never/go) to Vienna. 

2) My great great grandfather _____(have) five sisters. 
3) He _______(live) in Manila for a year when he was a student. 
4) Oh no! I _______(lose) my wallet! 

5) ___________________(you/see) Julie today? 
6) At the weekend, they ___________(play) football, then they _______(go) to a restaurant. 
7) I ___________(read) six books this week. 

8) Amy ___________(live) in Portugal when she was young. 
9) She ________________(visit) her grandmother last month. 

 

 Webgrafía/material fotocopiado (Anexo) 

https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/past-simple-present-perfect-4.html 

https://co.pinterest.com/pin/540432024018329010/ 

https://en.islcollective.com/english-esl-worksheets/grammar/present-perfect-or-past-simple-

tense?page=8 

Criterios de Evaluación  

 The student identifies, recognizes the present perfect, past simple and recognize the difference 

between regular and irregular verbs. 
 Students can express your opinion of one interest topic in past. 
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