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Tense Affirmative/Negative/Question Use Signal Words 

Simple 
Present 

A: He speaks. 
N: He does not speak. 

Q: Does he speak? 

 action in the present 

taking place regularly, 

never or several times 

 facts 

 actions taking place one 

after another 

 action set by a timetable 

or schedule 

always, every …, never, 
normally, often, seldom, 
sometimes, usually 

if sentences type I (If 
I talk, …) 

Present 
Progressive 

A: He is speaking. 
N: He is not speaking. 

Q: Is he speaking? 

 action taking place in the 

moment of speaking 

 action taking place only 

for a limited period of time 

 action arranged for the 

future 

at the moment, just, just 
now, Listen!, Look!, now, 

right now 

Simple 
Past 

A: He spoke. 
N: He did not speak. 
Q: Did he speak? 

 action in the past taking 

place once, never or 

several times 

yesterday, 2 minutes ago, in 
1990, the other day, last 
Friday 

if sentence type II (If 
I talked, …) 
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 actions taking place one 

after another 

 action taking place in the 

middle of another action 

Past 

Progressive 

A: He was speaking. 

N: He was not speaking. 
Q: Was he speaking? 

 action going on at a 

certain time in the past 

 actions taking place at the 

same time 

 action in the past that is 

interrupted by another 

action 

while, as long as 

Present 
Perfect 

Simple 

A: He has spoken. 
N: He has not spoken. 

Q: Has he spoken? 

 putting emphasis on 

the result 

 action that is still going on 

 action that stopped 

recently 

 finished action that has an 

influence on the present 

 action that has taken 

place once, never or 

several times before the 

moment of speaking 

already, ever, just, never, 
not yet, so far, till now, up to 

now 

Present 

Perfect 
Progressive 

A: He has been speaking. 

N: He has not been speaking. 
Q: Has he been speaking? 

 putting emphasis on 

the course or 

duration (not the result) 

 action that recently 

stopped or is still going on 

 finished action that 

influenced the present 

all day, for 4 years, since 

1993, how long?, the whole 
week 

Past 
Perfect 

Simple 

A: He had spoken. 
N: He had not spoken. 

Q: Had he spoken? 

 action taking place before 

a certain time in the past 

already, just, never, not yet, 
once, until that day 

if sentence type III (If I had 
talked, …) 
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 sometimes 

interchangeable with past 

perfect progressive 

 putting emphasis only on 

the fact (not the duration) 

Past 

Perfect 
Progressive 

A: He had been speaking. 

N: He had not been speaking. 
Q: Had he been speaking? 

 action taking place before 

a certain time in the past 

 sometimes 

interchangeable with past 

perfect simple 

 putting emphasis on 

the duration or course of 

an action 

for, since, the whole day, all 

day 

Future I 
Simple 

A: He will speak. 
N: He will not speak. 

Q: Will he speak? 

 action in the future that 

cannot be influenced 

 spontaneous decision 

 assumption with regard to 

the future 

in a year, next …, tomorrow 
If-Satz Typ I (If you ask her, 
she will help you.) 
assumption: I think, 
probably, perhaps 

Future I 

Simple 

(going to) 

A: He is going to speak. 

N: He is not going to speak. 
Q: Is he going to speak? 

 decision made for the 

future 

 conclusion with regard to 

the future 

in one year, next week, 

tomorrow 

Future I 
Progressive 

A: He will be speaking. 
N: He will not be speaking. 

Q: Will he be speaking? 

 action that is going on at 

a certain time in the 

future 

 action that is sure to 

happen in the near future 

in one year, next week, 
tomorrow 

Future II 

Simple 

A: He will have spoken. 

N: He will not have spoken. 
Q: Will he have spoken? 

 action that will 

be finished at a certain 

time in the future 

by Monday, in a week 

Future II 
Progressive 

A: He will have been 
speaking. 

N: He will not have been 
speaking. 

 action taking place before 

a certain time in the 

future 

for …, the last couple of 
hours, all day long 
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Q: Will he have been 
speaking? 

 putting emphasis on 

the course of an action 

Conditional 

I Simple 

A: He would speak. 

N: He would not speak. 
Q: Would he speak? 

 action that might take 

place 

if sentences type II 

(If I were you, I would 
go home.) 

Conditional 
I 

Progressive 

A: He would be speaking. 
N: He would not be speaking. 

Q: Would he be speaking? 

 action that might take 

place 

 putting emphasis on 

the course / duration of 

the action 

  

Conditional 

II Simple  

A: He would have spoken. 

N: He would not have 
spoken. 

Q: Would he have spoken? 

 action that might have 

taken place in the past 

if sentences type III 

(If I had seen that, I would 
have helped.) 

Conditional 

II 
Progressive 

A: He would have been 

speaking. 
N: He would not have been 

speaking. 
Q: Would he have been 
speaking? 

 action that might have 

taken place in the past 

 puts emphasis on 

the course / duration of 

the action 

  

 

Descripción de la actividad sugerida 
  

1. Read the descriptions of eight courses, underline in each one of the texts the 

expressions in future with blue color, in past in red color, in present in green color. 
2. Choose five sentences from the text and rewrite them to zero and first conditional. 
3. From the third paragraph replace the verbs for some phrasal verbs without change the 

idea form the text. 
A - Form and Colour 

This is year-long course is perfect for people who want to learn about how to use a camera and who want 
to take it up as a profession.  Students will learn how to use light and shade, colour and different 
shapes.  The course will also teach students to change their work using computer technology.  Tips will 
be given on how best to get started in the profession. 

B - Practice makes Perfect 
Learn about how to use computer software to make your work life easier.  This course is designed for 
people who use computers regularly as part of their career, but who feel they are unable to make the 

most of the technology.  Learn about new software for storing documents and photographs and keeping 
records.  This evening class runs for ten weeks from September to December. 

C - Armchair Explorer 
This is a series of daytime lectures by people who have lived and worked in wild places.  Each of the six 

talks will focus on a different continent.  Lecturers will show photographs of the animals and plants, and 
explain why they are only found in one area.  Lecturers will include Leo Holland, a scientist from the 
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Antarctic project, and Milly Oliphant, who researches birds in the Amazon rainforest.  Tea and Biscuits 
provided. 

D - Art Starter 
Are you interested in a career in art?  If so, this full-time, eight-week course will be perfect for 

you.  Learn about different methods used by artists, including painting, drawing, photography and 
computer design.  Artists will create work for an exhibition which will be displayed in the Town Hall for 

one month in September.  Top businessmen and women from the design industry will be invited to attend 
the exhibition, so this could be a great start to your career! 

E - Wild Design 
Whether you want a career in art, or you just want to enjoy your hobby, this holiday course is for 

you.  Wild Design is a two-week summer course situated on the wild coast of South Wales.  We teach all 
kinds of art, including photography and painting, and the wild sea, beautiful flowers and great wildlife will 
definitely give you lots of creative ideas.  Even if you already have a good understanding of art, you are 
sure to learn something new from our team of professional tutors.  

F - Explore your Imagination 
Do you want to show your friends a photograph of you beside the Egyptian pyramids or in the jungles of 
Borneo?  Well now you can tell your friends that you have travelled the world without actually leaving the 

country!  Join this evening class and learn how to use the latest technology and software to change 
photographs to a professional standard.  You will also learn how to make your own computer designs 
using the computer programmes used by professionals. 

G - Technology for You 

Do you feel as if everyone is using a computer except you? Join in this five-day course and learn the 
basics.  You’ll learn how to store your personal files, send emails and use simple programmes to write and 

print letters.  In the afternoons you will have the choice of either learning how to make Birthday Cards 
and other designs on a computer, or you can join our ‘Basic computers for Work’ class. 

H - Wildlife Photographer 
Travel to a different wild place every week and learn how to take photographs of animals, plants and 

scenery.  Our expert teachers will advise you how to take the best pictures.  This course will run for six 
weeks on Saturdays.  Students should already have a good understanding of photography and their own 
equipment.  The class is suitable for everyone, as there is very little walking involved. 

Webgrafía/material fotocopiado (Anexo) 

      https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/tenses 

https://www.examenglish.com/KET/KEY_reading_test2_part2.html 

 

 The student uses the several verb tenses in a correct way from short texts and try to apply 

the grammar, phrasal verbs for improving his/her English knowledge. 
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